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A Note from the Chairman

Are we ready to Twitter?

HE club had a good summer

I season with plenty of on-court
activity. The Committee has

been working hard with the primary
focus being on the new courts, new
club rules and a new accounting

system.

Two more artificial clay courts were
completed in September and are
already proving popular amongst
members.

The work involved putting two layers
of porous Macadam on top of the
worn out surface that appeared
when the old carpet was removed
and creating the kerb surrounding
the courts. New drainage channels
were installed and the net posts re-
anchored. Also new catch netting,
retaining steels, nets and posts were
provided. All this has cost the club
around £80,000 but this was
defrayed by a £20,000 grant from
the LTA and the club has taken

advantage of a £30,000 interest free
loan over ten years from the LTA.

An updated set of rules will be
presented to the next AGM and the
latest accounts have been produced
using new software that is making
the Treasurer's task easier whilst
giving the Committee more
management information.

| have observed that other clubs are
making use of the social networking
sites Facebook and Twitter. As
someone with no Facebook friends
(aaah!) and having never knowingly
Twittered, this makes me realise that
the Committee needs to explore our
younger playersO views on this and
other innovations. Perhaps this
newsletter should be appearing
there? If any younger players want to
let me know their views they could
use the rather old fashioned email!

DAVID BISHOP
Club Chairman




Spreading the word: Club
plays host to 150 keen kids

Sevenoaks LTC hosted over 150 youngsters from the local area on Summer Holiday
Courses. Organiser Helene Jackson was delighted that so many of the youngsters who
had been introduced to tennis via the clubOs schoolinks at Lady Boswells, Riverhead
Infants and Sevenoaks Primary had signed up for the courses.

The autumn termOs programme is currently being orgaised by Helene. For details she
can be contacted on 07710 677675. Although the reputation of the tennis coaching is
based on the many youngsters who compete at the highest level in the country for their
age group, the same top level coaches have provided an enjoyable experience even to
beginners.

CLIFFORD BURT

POIVRE BLANC|




Top class championships

The quality of tennis on finals day was probably hi
the club, with more nationally ranked players, high
taking part than ever before.

gher than ever seen before at
ly rated players and coaches

LadiesO Singles

Amanda Cunningham

Devan McCluskey

MenOs Singles Will Juggins John Shepherd
LgdleSO Y Jane Gentle Janet Jones
singles

MenOs = David Thresher Phil Chew
singles

Ladies® Doubles

MenOs Doubles

Amanda Cunningham and
Abigail Watson
John Shepherd and

Jacqueline Bowen

and Devan McCluskey

Dave Clifford and

Will Juggins Steve Jarrett
Mixed Doubles Max Robinson and Devan Nick Brookes gnd
McCluskey Amanda Cunningham
LadiesO 40 Jo Salmon and Carolyn Melanie Eagle and
doubles Brown Helen Glaister

Mixed doubles finalists Max Robinson, Devarely]o@hekda Cunningham and Nick Brook

I #



Club finals day

Jo Salmon and Carolyn Brown; David Thresher and Phi | Chew

Will Juggins and John Shepherd; Jane Gentle and Jan et Jones
$



picture gallery

Aiming high: Juniors Will Juggins and Devan McClusk ey in action
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Team reports

Ladies AEGON Team Tennis

After a restructuring by the LTA, we

lost out and despite finishing 3 " out

of 6 in National Division 2 last year

we had to compete in the Kent
division this year. It was a bit of a
disappointment as we only had to
play two matches. We were also
hampered by a new rule change that
players could not play for two
different clubs resulting in quite a

few juniors choosing to represent

Bromley Tennis Academy.

Our first match was against Bromley
LTC. Elizabeth and Jacqueline got us
off to a good start in the singles and
Jane and Kerrin won tight matches in
3" set tiebreaks to put us up 4-0 in
the singles. The doubles matches
were split when Jane had to retire
with an injury. A good result 5-1 to
Sevenoaks.

Our next match was at home against
Parklangley which we had to win to
win the division. Sarah Cantlay got
us off to a good start by

Jacqueline scored a win at no 2. Jane
and Kerrin lost their singles
matches. Jane came up against an
in-form powerful junior and Kerrin
lost two close sets. The rain then
arrived so the match ended in a tie
which was enough for Sevenoaks to
win the Kent division.

We then had a playoff match against
the winner of the Surrey division. We
were unlucky to lose three matches
in tiebreakers and were 3-1 down

after the singles thanks to a good

win by Jacqueline at no 3. The
doubles matches were split resulting

in a 4-2 loss and unfortunately we

were not promoted to the regional

division next year.

Well done to the Team Sevenoaks
players (matches played in brackets)
Sarah Cantlay (2), Elizabeth
Ashworth (1), Jacqueline Bowen (3),
Jane Gentle (3) , Kerrin Cross (3) and
Emma Marsdin.

KERRIN CROSS
Ladies Captain

convincingly beating Parklangley and
Kent vets captain Hazel Lindfield and

Ladies 1st to 4th teams

Sevenoaks Tennis ClubOs Ladies 1 are the Kent Summe r League Champions
after squeezing past a formidable Beckenham 1 st team in a thrilling final.

Beckenham, the defending champions and favourites f
strongly. Their County Cup pair Jacqueline and Cat herine Darby powered past
Oaks teenagers Frankie Faulkes and Liz Ashworth 6-3 , 6-1. On the adjacent
court Sevenoaks 2 " pair, Jacqueline Bowen and Anouska Newman, playing

or the title, started



together for the first time, trailed their opposite numbers in both sets before

turning the tables and winning in straight sets 7-5 , 6-3.

With the contest finely poised at one rubber apiec e Oaks made the slower start

conceding the opening set in both second round matc hes.

There was a definite air of expectation amongst the Beckenham players and
their supporters. However this young Sevenoaks tea m upped their pace and

consistency to stage an amazing comeback, and level in the second sets.

With the momentum now firmly in their favour Oaks r aced away with the third

set tie breaks to clinch an impressive victory.

1stteam: L-R Anouska Newman, Jacqueline Bowen, $6@kerilkes, Elizabeth Ashworth

Captain Jacqueline Bowen (Kent 035s) was very impre  ssed with the way her
young team handled the pressure. Faulkes and Ashwo rth (both 17) are former
Kent Ul6 champions and 14-year-old Newman is ranked number 2 in the
Aegon British Tennis Ranking for her age group.

The team are lucky to have a pool of players to rel y on including Karen
Thomas, Verena Scott, Kerrin Cross, Jane Gentle, Ca rolyn Brown and Johanna
Salmon who all helped in getting the team to the fi nal.

Not to be outdone by their 1 ' team, Sevenoaks Ladies 4 made it a double
victory for the club by capturing the Division 6 ti tle beating Frindsbury
(Rochester) 3-1 in the final.

Sevenoaks 1% pair Sally Rothman and Melanie Eagle stormed throu gh their first
match 6-1, 6-1. Frindsbury then levelled in a clos e three setter between the
second pairs.

The second round saw Oaks dominate with aggressive net play. The first pair
made short work of their opposition and second pair Janet Jones and Sue



Morgan settled into a better rhythm against their h arder hitting opponents to
seal the final victory in two sets.

Sadly Sevenoaks Ladies 3, playing away to Sydenham 1 team in the Division 3
final, just missed out on making it a hat-trick of wins by the narrowest of
margins.

Despite two wins for first pair Flick Shipton and 1 5-year-old Sophie Maunder,
second pair Carol Troup and Kim Jones simply couldn Ot find a way past their

opponents. With the match level at two rubbers api ece, Sydenham were
declared champions, with just one set separating th e two teams.
Similarly the second team just missed out on winnin g their division because we

lost to Beckenham and we finished on the same win a nd loss record.
KC

4" team: L-R Melanie Eagle, Sally Rothman, Sue Morgan , Janet Jones

Ladies 5

Ladies V team had a great start to the winter seaso n winning both their first
two matches 4-0. Two down, two to go! We love the e xtra clay courts and
couldnOt be happier or more confident before our ho me matches. LetOs hope
the positive start continues and ends in victory!

MenOs 1

As | optimistically predicted at the end of the Win ter season, the MenOs 1 team
have now remembered how to win matches! We won the first four matches of

EILEEN ABBAS



the Summer League but then a mixture of team injuri es and unfairly-talented

opposition at Walmer spoilt our run and we lost a m atch to them, finishing the
season in a respectable second position in the tabl e with five wins out of six.
As well as the old stalwarts of Dave Clifford, Jaso n Donoghue and me, we
drafted in a new recruit from Australia in the form of Mike Rowe. Despite his
preference for singles, Mike manages to play a very respectable standard of
doubles and he undoubtedly intimidates the oppositi on with his heavily
spinning service and mocking smile. Once Mike reali sed that the clubOs female
players are actually better than the blokes, he was even persuaded to play in a
couple of Mixed 1 matches too. The team varied less from match to match than
In previous seasons but the regulars were helped ou t by the talents of Clifford

Burt and Joss Briody.
ANDREW BOSHOFF

MenOs 2

Played 5. Lost 2, won 2, one scratched.

With some new players available Sevenoaks 2nd mens team embarked upon the
summer 2010 season with great optimism. Unfortunate ly stalwart player Ben
Horne was ruled out of the campaign with a long-ter m shoulder
injury. However, captain David Willis was glad to b e able to call upon Grant
Theis, Rob James and Joss Briody as players who had  not previously had a run
out for the team.

As ever, club secretary Clifford Burt brought his e xperience and enthusiasm to
bear throughout the summer, together with the begin nings of what could
eventually see him regarded as a bad luck charm (bo th for himself and the
team generally!). Clifford's aura of misfortune str uck in the very first fixture

against Bromley Wendover when he was forced to with draw from the match due
to illness.

Thereafter the Burt jinx spread to the scratching o f an entire game (when
Sydenham failed to put-out a team) and the despoila tion of what he had
assured everyone were the best grass courts around (at HSBC - they turned out
to be among the worst!). Surely nobody could deny t he linkage between these

misadventures and the unfortunate Clifford!

Notwithstanding these difficulties the team enjoyed a closely fought away
success against Hayes, and a straightforward home w in over a severely
weakened Canterbury. Survival in the division was d uly assured.

Thanks go to Rory Slater, Anton Matusavich and Jaso n Donoghue for their
contributions together with plaudits for the usual unstinting efforts of Dave
Thresher, Jeremy Banks and Nick Gibbins.

DAVID WILLIS
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Mixed 1

We had a successful season
winning 3 out of the five

matches. As always the
number of players taking part

was very large and again
included new young players
such as Gabrielle Paul, left,
who won the Kent section of
the Road to Wimbledon, and
Anouska Newman, who is
currently ranked No 1 in the

UK at U14.

CLIFFORD BURT

Mixed 2

We recently had our first
taste of life in winter Division
1 with a strong team B
Elizabeth, Kerrin, Andrew B
and Clifford. It proved to be a
stern test against Blackheath
with only Andrew and Kerrin
winning B though they did it
in style against the
oppositionOs first team.
However with our pool of
talented girls & guys we hope
to stay up and do well. 1tOs
going to be a difficult new
experience but we will give it
our best!

DAVID KELMAN

Mixed 3

We had a varied summer
season. Having been
promoted three  years
running we seemed to find
our level in Division 5 with
two wins and two losses.
DAVID BISHOP



Fantfstico!

Twenty juniors took part in the West Heath
performance Camp held over half term at the
Sa Coma Resort in Majorca - early morning
runs on the beach followed by four hours of
tennis and fitness training, and then 90
minutes matchplay after lunch. And time at
the end of the day for the serious stuff:
swimming, go-karting, golf, water-polo, the
beach, winning talent shows (watch out for
Elle Watson, right, next up on the X-Factor)

- time even to turn into a beaver (John
Shepherd - who else?!)

Our coaches Martin Whitehouse, John
Shepherd and John Bone were all thrilled
with the workrate and commitment of the
players, while organisers Sportaway and the
Resort Manager said they had never had a
better group for both quality of training and
general behaviour in the resort.

Well done, all of you-you did everyone
proud! HfLENE JACKSON !!



Longer-serving club members have
been interested to see one of their
former colleagues in the news
recently. Andrew Heyn, below, who
played at the club until 2005, is
BritainOs Ambassador to Burma. He
has been extensively quoted in the
media on the elections which
returned the military junta to power
and on the release of pro-
democracy campaigner Aung San
Suu Kyi. AndrewOs previous postings
have included Venuezuela, Lisbon
and Dublin, but Burma is his first as
Ambassador. He took it up in July
last year.

NickOs victory

Nick Brookes, 11, after
winning the Sussex

Junior Open U12 at West
Worthing in August. He did
not drop a set.

Our Man in B

Ed |t(@ N Ol We aim to publisbxtheewsletter at the end of the jwin

season, but you donOt need to leave it umsutim@it ttems for publication. All of
gratefully received from now pmytmshworth54@yahoo.dbiyou have any ideas
articles you would like to see, please tell & ofeh@eommittee.
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